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Presentation Abstract: This talk with provide an overview of the 

potential impacts of climate change with a specific focus on natural 
disasters. In the context of the major disasters over the last few years 
ranging from but not limited to catastrophic events such as major tropical 
cyclones, wide-spread wildfires, prolonged droughts, unseasonable severe 
weather and tornadoes, and significant flooding, it is now more important 
than ever to address the relationship between climate change and the 
potential impacts on the severity and frequency of natural disasters.  
Extreme events as manifestations of the influence of climate stressors, 
environmental and infrastructure degradation, socioeconomic inequities, 
and population growth and migration are increasing the potential for natural 
disasters. Furthermore, there is a critical need to consider, carefully 
examine, update how we prepare for and adapt to these changes in both 
the short term and long term in the context of climate change to improve 
disaster risk reduction and to build more resilient communities. There exists 
an opportunity for the emergency management community to further align 



its practices considering these potential threats to reduce risks and the 
impacts on lives and property. 
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